
 

  

 

We are off to a great start in 2nd Grade!  We are making 
many new friends and are learning the routines and procedures 
for our classroom.  It is so nice to see so many helpful friends in 
our class who are ready to learn.  

We have many exciting things happening in October, 
including Red Ribbon Week and Week of Respect. Ms. Gorlaski 
will be helping us in the STEM lab to work collaboratively and 
creatively with Little Bits.  I am looking forward to an amazing 
October!  I will see you at conferences on November 2nd! Don’t 
forget to sign up online! 
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   Upcoming Events: 
- Oct. 6 – Picture Day 
- Oct. 4--8– Week of 

Respect  
- Oct. 11 – NO SCHOOL 

– Columbus/Indigenous 
People Day  

- Oct. 25 - 29 – Red 
Ribbon Week  

- Oct. 25 – PJ Day 
- Oct. 26 - Wear a shirt 

that tells about you 
- Oct. 27 – Sports 

Jersey Day  
- Oct. 28 – Wear sweats 

and sneakers 
- Oct. 29 – Halloween 

Parade (9:00) and 
Party  
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October News 

 

  

Reading Workshop 
In Reading Workshop, we have begun reading from our Just-
Right books. We are learning the routines of working with a 
partner to become better readers. We are learning to set 
goals for reading and share what we have read. We are also 
practicing reading with fluency and expression and stopping 
to retell and check our comprehension. The students will 
begin taking home Just-Right books each night and recording 
them on their reading logs. This is a great way to help them 
see their reading patterns, determine likes and dislikes, and 
set future reading goals. Other skills we will be learning is 
how to tackle tricky words and recommend books to partners.  

Words Their Way 
Students will be starting their first rotations of Word Study 
this month. Some things they will be studying are blends, 
digraphs and short and long vowel sounds and their different 
spelling patterns. Check your child’s homework folder when 
they come home at the end of each week to review the 
spelling patterns students have learned.  

 Writing Workshop 
In Writing, we continue to work on Narrative pieces. We are 
learning how to choose a special moment and write it across 
pages by using details. We are studying authors to see how 
they use leads, endings, and metaphors to enhance their 
stories. We are also trying to add thought, action and 
dialogue into our pieces. Our next step will be to revise and 
edit our stories so that other readers can read them the way 
we intended. Punctuation marks will be very important to us!!! 
Please continue to help your child come up with possible 
writing ideas 

Grammar/Language Arts 
We are beginning to look through poems and stories for 
nouns (people, places and things), verbs (action words and 
linking words) and adjectives (words that describe a noun). 
We will be using these parts of speech to make stronger 
sentences. 
 

 
 
 

Math 
We will be wrapping up our first unit in math and preparing 
for Unit 2. This new unit concentrates on Addition and 
Subtraction facts. We will learn different strategies to use 
for these facts such as finding combinations of 10, doubles, 
near-doubles and turn-around facts. We will continue to use 
the Xtra Math site to practice fact fluency as well as the iXL 
website. Please help your child practice addition and 
subtraction facts to develop automaticity with them. They 
can spend this time practicing math facts through games 
which have been taught in the classroom or ones they have at 
home. You can check out some games on the EDM website. 

Science 
This year, we will be learning about the Earth and the land 
around us. We started this year by making observations in 
the Learning Habitat. We will also be making some 
observations by the stream behind our school. At the end of 
the month we will be starting our Structures and Properties 
of Matter unit. We will be observing states of matter 
through various hands on activities and observations. 
Students will learn new vocabulary to describe different 
properties of matter such as flexible, rigid, transparent and 
opaque.  

Social Studies 
     This month we will continue to learn how to make good 
choices with our friends and be respectful. We are also 
learning the traits of a changemaker. Some new vocabulary 
words are: courage, perseverance, inspiration, empathy and 
conviction. We will begin to research some different 
changemakers and discuss the importance of how they 
worked to bring about a change. Then we will look at ways we 
can be a changemaker in our own lives, at home, at school, and 
in our community. 
 


